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when it is first resolved upon. Everything that hath been
done for the security of his present Majesty; the suspending
the Habeas Corpus act, without which we must have been
destroyed; the granting him a power to raise and hire forces
for his own and the nation's defence; the putting his friends
into any possibility of consulting his safety and honour;
every particular of this sort hath been represented all over
the nation, in such colours, that it hath been highly unpojm-
kr, and been attended with great clamours: but necessity
and experienceare the things to beconsidered in all such points.
These will always mak$ things pleasing to the true friends of
the nation. But in order to be popular with the king's
enemies, the first step he must take must be, to lay down
his crown; and if his ministers be resolved to be moved by
clamours, they must resign their posts, and yield up all power
to those who wish to destroy them. The only consideration
is, whether the nation's affairs require a thing to be done:
when that is fixed, popular or unpopular, clamours or no cla-
mours, ought not to affect any further than about the man-
ner of doing it. Everything that touches particular men's
purses, or retrenches from their luxury, will generally be un-
popular with those men; but a little time makes such things
easy, when the public finds its advantage in it, and men's pas-
sions have had time to cool.

Another thing which I find generally shows itself, at first
hearing of the design, is an uneasiness, as if this were repeal-
ing the act: when, in truth, I will venture to affirm, that it is
so far from that, that it is indeed restoring it to its best de-
sign, and making it effectual to all that good which was origin-
ally purposed and intended by any of those honest patriots
who joined in the first framing of it. The designs were, that
a king of England should not be without a parliament; and
that one and the same parliament should have a term fixed,
beyond which it should not be in the power of the prince to
continue it; and in both these respects the act will be left as
it was. All the difference is, that the parliament then in be-
ing thought three years the proper term. Experience hath
assured us of a multitude of evils proceeding from so quick
a return of elections. And therefore, in that part of the act,
and in that only, is the alteration intended, in order to remedy
or abate those evils, without bringing in greater.

Another reason against it is taken from a suspicion of